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HE ſervice of the preſent opportunity 
is intended as a tribute of reſpect to 
the memory of the dead, and to con- 
vey inſtruction and benefit to the living. 
With the life and general character of Dr. 
John Collet, late phyſician in this town, 
ew if any of you are unacquainted. Who 
that hath heard any thing of him, hath not 


alſo heard of the benignity and difintereſt- 


edneſs of his diſpoſition, and of the cour- 
teouſneſs and amiableneſs of his manners ? 
It is not improbable but this ot retroſpect 
to his character hath awakened in the minds 
of many of you mingled ſentiments of af- 
fectionate reſpect, warm eſteem, and lively 
gratitude. Poſſibly, on this mournful oc- 
caſion, ſome may call to remembrance thoſe 
reſtleſs days and ſleepleſs nights when the 
raging fever, or ſome other diſorder equally 
dangerous, was threatning a ſpeedy diſſolu- 
tion, but, under es Rs relief through 
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his care and ſkill. Others may recollect 
not only his attention and aſſiduity in the 
line of his profeſſion, but allo his generous 
ardor and benevolence to relieve their ne- 
ceſſities: and all who are preſent, that had 
the happineſs of his acquaintance and con- 
verſation, will call to mind, with penſive 
regret, his open and placid countenance, 
his unaffected modeſty, his obliging temper, 
and unaſſuming deportment.—The preſent 
ſervice is to me a very mournful and affect- 
ing one. On fo yen an opportunity I 
dare not truſt my feelings in ſpeaking of his 

oodneſs, and my own obligations. Gra- 
titude, duty, affection, friendſhip, all unite 
in calling upon me this — to do juſtice to 
e worth, and unſullied integrity; 
but I feel myſelf unequal to the taſk of an- 
ſwering their demands in a manner corre- 
ſponding to the ſolemnity of the occaſion, 
and my own ideas and wiſhes. I need your 
candour and indulgence while I endeavour 
to ſuggeſt thoſe conſiderations which reli- 


| po urniſhes to ſooth our minds under the 
O 


{s of virtuous connections, and affectionate 
friends, and in the proſpett of our own ap- 

roaching mortality, The words which 
hve been pointed out to me for this pur- 
poſe you will find in 


REVE- 


6-8-1 
REVELATIONS XIV. 1;. 


And I heard a voice from heaven, ſaying 
unto me, write, bleſſed are the dead which die 
in the Lord, from henceforth: yea, ſaith 
the Spirit, that they may reſt from their la- 
bours ; and their works do follow them. 


A great deal of criticiſm has been em- 
ployed to aſcertain the genuine ſenſe of 
thele words. Without troubling you with 
the various interpretations which have been 
offered, I ſhall juſt mention that which 
ſeems molt natural and obvious, and is ge- 
nerally received. The Apoſtle John hav- 
ing been ſhewn in viſion the difficulties and 
dangers which were to bring the fortitude 
and patience of ſincere chriſtians to the ſe- 
2 trials, is directed to write, that from 
henceforth, they that were dead in the Lord 
were happier than the living who had ſuch 
dangerous trials to encounter: yea, ſaith the 
Spirit, that they may reſt from their labours, 
thoſe terrors and ſufferings of perſecution, 
and that variety of pain and trouble, to 
which the beſt of men are liable in the pre- 
ſent world; and therr works of piety and 
goodneſs do follow or accompany them. 
That paſſage of Solomon, in Ecc. iv. 2. is 
thought an illuſtration of this comment, 
Wherefore I fraiſed the dead which are al- 
ready dead, more than the living which are 
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yet alive. This was owing to the oppreſ- 


ſions which the wiſe man conſidered as done 
under the ſun*®, CL IE 

There is nothing that ſtrikes a thoughtſul 
and ſenſible mind more forcibly on a view 
of human life, than the inſecurity of its en- 
joyments, and the certainty of its period. 
Neither power can protett, nor riches ſhield, 
nor virtue ſave from the intruſions of diſtreſs 
and pain. After eſcaping innumerable dan- 
gers, and uſing every mean that prudence 
uggeſted to proyong life, and render it 
agreeable, diſeaſe DN makes its in- 
roads on the conſtitution, and brings on 
death, which cloſes the ſcene of all earthly 
purſuits and pleaſures. In contemplating 
this univerial deſtiny, the ſtudious and the 
wile, in every age, have anx1oully ſought 
for reſources of fortitude and tranquility. 
Reaſon exerted her molt ſtrenuous efforts to 
account for the ſhort and precarious tenure 
of human exiſtence, and to aſcertain its true 
ends. From the character of God, conſi- 
dered as a righteous and good being ; from 
the preſent promiſcuous ſtate of things; 
from the expanſive powers of the human 
mind, its conſcious N and inſtinctive 

ta 


longings after immortality, reaſon inferred, 


* The reader may conſult Archbiſhop T'illotſon's Sermons 
on the text, and Dr. Dodderidge's Family Expolito, = 


that 


1 


that the thinking and reflecting part of man 
would ſubſiſt beyond the grave. She ſaw, 
or fancied ſhe ſaw, virtue and goodneſs 
landed ſafe on the eternal ſhores, but 
clouds and ſhadows obſcured her proſpect. 
In an hour of penſive reflection on the tri- 
umphs of death, her doubts returned, and 
anxious ſuſpenſe prevailed. This was the 
ſtate of things in the heathen world among 
thoſe who cultivated their reaſon by philo- 
ſophy. In the fulne/s of time, it pleaſed the 
compaſſionate Father of the human race to 
ſend his beloved Son, with proper creden- 
tials to remove all doubt upon this moſt im- 
portant of all ſubjects. Upon the principles 
and authority of the goſpel it is certain, that 
death will not prove the extinction of our 
being. Jeſus is the reſurrection, and the life ; 
he that believeth in him, though he were dead, 
yet ſhall he live. his is the record that God 
hath given to us eternal liſe: and this life is 
in his Son. Supported by the animating 
proſpett which chriſtianity hath opened to us 
into a future and happy ſtate of exiſtence, 
we may comfort ourſelves under the loſs of 
pious relatives and virtuous friends. The 
are not loſt; they are gone before into that 
country prepared by the eternal Father for 
the ſpirits of the juſt. Bleffed are the dead 
which die in the Lord they now reſt from 
all their labours, ſufferings, and anxieties: 
| their 
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their works of piety, faith, and benevolence 
are not forgotten; they follow them, and 
ſhall be amply rewarded by the grace of 
God, through Jeſus Chriſt. Impreſſed with 
the unſpeakable value of theſe aſſurances, 
let us adopt the words of St. Peter, and with 
hearts glowing with devout gratitude, ſay, 
bleſſed be the God, and father of our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, who, according to his abundant 
mercy, hath begotten us again unto a lively 
hope, by the reſurrection of Jeſus Chriſt from 
the dead, to an mnheritance incorruptible, and 
undefiled, and that fadeth not away, reſerved 
in heaven for us. 

Iwo things preſent themſelves to our 
conſideration from the text : 

Firſt, the principles and character of thoſe 
who die in the Lord. 

Secondly, their bleſſedneſs. 

The firſt ſubject of our conſideration is 
the character of thole who die in the Lord. 
o die in the Lord is a phraſe uſed in 
ſcripture in different meanings. In the text 
it may be underſtood to ſignify, dying in the 
faith of the Lord ]=ſus Chriſt, and in a well- 

rounded expectation of the happineſs which 
be has promiſed to his followers. From 
this comment it is an obvious inference, that 
to live in the Lord muſt ſignify to live ac- 
cording to the principles of that faith, and 
under the prevailing influence of ſuch an ex- 
| pectation 
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pectation. It is an opinion which many ſeem 
diſpoſed to entertain, that to have a title to 
the happineſs which our Saviour has pro— 
miſed, nothing more is neceſſary than to 
avoid the commiſſion of flagrant crimes, 
and to perform the common duties of their 
ſtation; at the ſame time, that they are deſ- 
titute of a principle of piety towards God, 
gratitude and obedience towards our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, and a juſt concern for their 
eternal wellbeing: while others, in expec- 
tation of the ſame happineſs, take refuge in 
the mercy of God, pious intentions, and a 
reliance of the merits of our Saviour, with- 
out exerting any endeavours to conform to 
his commands. I think it my duty to cau- 
tion you againſt building your everlaſting 
hopes on ſuch precarious foundations. Two 
things are continually inſiſted upon in the 
New Teſtament as the indiſpenſable requi- 
ſites of ſalvation : repentance towards God, 
and farth towards our Lord eſus Chriſt. 
The firſt implies a conviction of demerit, 
regret for what has been wrong in the tem- 
per and conduct, and an application to God 
tor pardon im the way of his appointment, 
accompanied with a real change of mind 
from fin to holineſs. The ſecond implies a 
cordial regard to Jeſus Chriſt according to 
the various offices he is repreſented as ſuſ- 
taining in the ſcripture ; as the revealer of 


the 


( 10) 
the divine will; the appointed mediator be- 
tween God and man; an allſufficient redeem- 
er; the pattern which we are to imitate, 
and our exalted Lord and Judge. Chriſti- 
anity is not to be conſidered as a ſyſtem of 
opinions intended to amuſe the ſpeculative 
and entertain the curious. The deſign of 
it is the recovery of men from a ſtate of 
guilt to that of peace and favour with their 
maker by giving them affecting views of the 
evil an 3 of fin; of the importance 
of regeneration and holineſs; the interpo- 
ſition of the eternal God for their ſalva- 
tion; the humility and ſufferings of the Re- 


deemer; the ſolemnities of judgment, and 


of the important conſequences of final retri- 
bution. It 1s a plan of religious education 
formed on the model of our Saviour's life, 
and carried on by the influences of his ſpirit 
for improving our underſtandings, corrett- 
ing the irregularity of our paſſions, 9 
our tempers, fitting us for acting an uſefu 
and a worthy part in life, and Se e us 
for the dignities and enjoyments of an ever- 
laſting ſtate. Hence awful threatenings are 
denounced to rouſe and deter, precious pro- 
miſes are given to encourage and allure, and 
a crown of glory 1s held forth as a reward 
to animate under difficulties and ſufferings. 
*Thoſe who live in the Lord admit theſe 
views and att under their influence. It 1s 
acknow- 
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acknowledged that among this number, 
there are many who entertain different ap- 
prehenſions of ſeveral of the doctrines of 
chriſtianity. This is unavoidable in the pre- 
ſent ſtate of imperfection, while there are 
different capacities, paſſions, prejudices, ſi- 
tuations, and modes of education. Infal- 
libility is the privilege of none. The beſt 
may err; and this 1s a reaſon for mutual 
forbearance and charity. It is a duty which 
every one owes to his maker, and himſelf, 


to judge and decide from ſcripture what is 


truth, that his faith may not ſtand on the 


wiſdom of men, but on the revelation of 


God. There can be no real piety and good- 
neſs without integrity. Chriſtian integrity 
conſiſts in —_ according to the beſt of 
our judgment aft 

being open to conviction ; and profeſling 
what appears to us to be divine truth with 
— neither terrified by reproach, nor 
ſeduced by intereſt. Thoſe who admit the 
influence of religious principles no further 


than is conſiſtent with the indulgence of 


their paſſions, worldly convenience, or po- 
pular applauſe, deſerve not the name of 
chriſtians. They live not to the Lord, but 
to the world ; and from the world they muſt 
expect their reward. How can ye believe, 
ſaid our Saviour to the Jews, who receive 
honour one of another, and /cek not the ho- 
| C nour 
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nour that cometh from God only* 2 They 
want that which gives dignity to man, and 
value to rehigion—princple. Singleneſs of 
heart, e and purity of intention, a 
love of truth and righteouſneſs, an abhor- 
rence of vice, a deſire to know and to do 
the will of God independently of prevailin 

modes and cuſtoms, are the rare though * 
ſential parts of -the chriſtian, charatter. 
What is piety without ſincerity and upright- 
neſs ? what is faith without virtue and be- 
nevolence ?—lt is true every human cha- 
rater is imperfect. Errors, inadvertencies, 
and frailties are the attendants of humanity 
in its moſt improved ſtate : but theſe muſt 
be conſiſtent with prevailing integrity to give 
ſtability to our hopes in the divine mercy. 
There was no man more ready to acknow- 
ledge his imperfections and faults than St. 
Paul, nor any that ſet a greater value on 
that conſtitution of divine grace for obtain- 
ing forgiveneſs and ſalvation through Jeſus 
Chriſt; and yet he ſaith in his own name, 
and in that of the other apoſtles : our re- 
joicing is thay, the teſtumony of our conſcience, 
that in ſimplicity and godly fincerity, not with 


fleſhly wiſdom, but by the grace of God, we 


have had our, converſation in the world+; 


* John v. 44. f 2 Cor. i. 12. 
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From theſe general obſervations we may 
now form a true idea of the principles and 
condutt of thole who, upon ſcriptural 
ground, may hope to die in the Lord, and 
will have an intereſt in the bleſſings of his 
redemption. They are ſuch as derive the 
principles of their faith from his doctrines, 
as laid down in the New Teſtament ; are 
not aſhamed of his goſpel ; openly avow their 
adherence to it; attend on its inſtitutions, 
when health and circumſtances allow ; and 
conſcientiouſly obſerve its ordinances. The 
have a ſerious and reverential regard to the 
fpirit and manner in which their Lord con- 
ducted himſelf in the ſeveral circumſtances 
and relations of life, m order to imitate him 
as far as their imperfection will admit. He 
diſregarded the riches and pomp of the 
world as objects of purſuit. He was free 
from avarice, ambition, and ſenſuality.— 
His virtue was not ſour, monkiſh, and auſ- 
tere, but gentle, humane, ſocial. —He aſ- 
ſumed no ſtate—he ſought no applauſe —he 
envied no man—he went about doing good, 
admmiſtering relief to the ſick, and comfort 
to the afflicted. —To pride and vain glory 
he was a ftranger—he was meek and lowly 
of heart—{ympathiſed with thoſe who were 
in diſtreſs—bore with the prejudices of the 
weak, and the follies of the ignorant pitied 
the wicked—treated the pooreſt with the 
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moſt amiable condeſcenſion—never flat- 
tered the rich, nor artfully endeavoured to 
accommodate himſelf to their paſſions -was 
ſincere in his profeſſions, joining innocence 
with wiſdom, and gentleneſs with integrity— 
forgave his enemies, and prayed for them. 
Such were a few of the many amiable ex- 
cellencies for which our Saviour was di[- 
tinguiſhed. In ſuch excellencies all his dil- 
ciples ſhould endeavour to reſemble him, 
though they may never equal him. If we 
have known any whom we have had great 
reaſon to think loved him in fincerity, and 
bore a likeneſs to him in the diſpoſitions and 
virtues now mentioned, we mult acknow- 
ledge, that they are entitled to the charac- 
ter of thoſe who lived in the Lord, and in 
their death might humbly hope for that 
bleſſedneſs which he promiſed to his faith- 
ful ſervants. This brings us to the 
Second ſubject of conſideration from the 
text, The happineſs of thoſe who die in the 
Lord. When we ſee thole who were the 
ornaments of human nature, and diſtinguiſh- 
ed for their probity and benevolence, Fniſh. 
ing their earthly career, and falling under the 
dominion of death, we are anxious to know 
whether there 1s a total end to all their vir- 
tues and acquiſitions. To relieve our anx- 
iety, we have an aſſurance from heaven that 
they are bleed, bleſſed now in part, and 
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will be completely ſo at the reſurrection, 
when that which is corrubtible ſhall put on 
incorruption, and that which is mortal ſhall 
hut on immortality. —Yea, ſaith the Spirit, 
that they may reſt from therr labours. The 
preſent ſtate is but one ſcene of labour and 
anxiety with reſpect to ſomething or other. 
There is no man perfectly ſatisfied in his 
ſituation. There 1s always ſome inconve- 
nience which we wiſh to avoid, ſome trou- 
ble which we wiſh to remove, and ſome 
good which we are ſolicitous to procure, 
Eager in the chace of ſome diſtant enjoy- 
ment, we encounter dangers and ſurmount 


difhculties, but come ſhort of the _— 


of our purſuit; or, if obtained, it diſap- 


oints our expectation. Our bodies are 
bable to external injuries, or to latent diſ- 
orders which no prudence can foreſee, no 
care prevent. Our minds are no leſs ſub- 


ject to painful impreſſions from external 


circumſtances, and the tumult and violence 


of our paſſions. In the moſt envied ſtations 


there is ſome ſource of diſquiet, ſomething 
that palls or embitters, ſome ſecret worm 
which preys upon the little ſtock of human 
felicity. Man never 1s, but always to be 
bleſt.” The preſent ſtate is made thus to 


abound with occaſions of uneaſineſs to teach 


man the neceſſity of diſciplining his paſſions, 
and to raiſe his views to that ftate of com- 
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plete reſt, which remaineii for the people of 
God, and to prepare for it. There every 
forrow is huſhed, and every trouble extin- 
38 No longer toffed on the fea of 
the by afflicting ſlorms, thoſe that died in 
the Lord, have reached the haven of peace 
in ſaſety. There no fear diſturbs, no care 
moleſts, no calamity oppreſſes. They are 
equally above the reach of the temptations 
as the evils of life. And their works ſhalt 


follow, or accompany them. This is a cir- 


cumſtance in the bleſſedneſs of the righteous 
that deſerves our particular regard. All 
works of human ingenuity and labour are 
periſhing. Thoſe which are the boaſt of 
pride, and the pomp of power, and the 
magnificence and ſplendour of riches, ſoon 
decay. Even the world t/elf paſſeth away, 
and the faſhion thereof, but he that doeth the 
will of God abideth for ever, and his works 
accompany hun. They neither moulder 
by time, nor are deſtroyed by death. Their 
bleſſed effects extend to realms beyond the 
grave, and, through the grace of God in 
the Redeemer, enrich him who performed 
them through everlaſting ages. When 
„all the works of the earth {hall periſh, 
« and the earth itſelf {ſhall be burnt up, 
% and the very elements' ſhall melt with 
© fervent heat, even then {hall wiſdom and 
« goodneſs lift up their heads, and 7 
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'*. gloriouſly over the wreck of nature, and 
© the ruin of the world. Thoſe deceitful 
objects which men are ſo fond of in this 
** world cannot follow or accompany them 
into another; but the good habits and 
diſpoſitions which they have, through 
© the grace of God, acquired, ſhall follow 
them, and be their ornament, their joy 
and their glory for ever. We are apt to 
** look upon theſe riches of the ſoul as a 
* kind of thin unſubſtantial ſhadowy poſ- 
** ſellions, while things ſenſible and corpo- 
* real appear firm and permanent; but the 
final event will ſhew our miſtake, what 
we may look upon now as the ſubſtance 
will prove a mere {hadow, and what now 
paſſes with many for an empty ſhadow ; 
will be found the only true and ſubſtan- | 
tial good. When the former ſhall have 1 
** undergone a total diſſolution, be entirely ? 
converted into duſt and aſhes, and the i 
Mes thereof ſhall be no where found, the 
atter ſhall remain undecayed and flouriſh 
* more and more through endleſs ages.” 
Say ye then to the righteous, that it ſhall be 
well with him : for they ſhall eat the fruit of 
their doings. Wounto the wicked, it ſhall be 
20 with him for the reward of his hands ſhall 


he given ham*,—God will render unto every 
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man according to his deeds*,—[/ /aw, ſaith 
St. John, the dead, ſmall and great, ſtand 
before God ; and the books were opened: and 
another book was opened, which 1s the book 
of life: and the dead were judged out of 
thoſe things which were written in the books, 
according to their wort. He that ſowed 
/paringly ſhall then reap ſharingly, and he 
that ſowed bountiſully ſhall then reap boun- 
fu}. Some ſhall obtain a prophet's re- 
ward; others a righteous man's reward ; 
and he who from a worthy motive gave a 
cup of cold water to a hre or was in 
ſuch low circumſtances as to be able to 
throw but two mites into the treaſury of 
God's kingdom, ſhall not loſe his reward. 
His Lord ſaid unto him, well done, good 
and faithful ſervant, becauſe thou haſt been 
faulhful in a few things, I will make the 
ruler over many things ; enter thou into the 
joy of thy Lordi. — Ihen ſhall the king ſay 
unto them on has right hand, come, ye bleſſed 
of my father, inherit the kingdom prepared 
for you from the foundation of the world. 
For I was an hungred, and ye gave me meat: 


Tt was thirſty, and ye gave me arink: I was 


a ſtranger, and ye took me in: naked, and 


Je clothed me: I was fick, and ye viſiled me: 


* Rom. 11. 6. + Rev. xx, 12. 12 Cor. ix. 6. 
Matt. x. 42. Luke xxl, 2. Matt. xxv. 23. 
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Twas in priſon, and ye came unto me. Then 
ſhall the r1ghteous anſwer him, ſaying, Lord, 
when ſaw we thee an hungred, and fed thee ® 
or thirſty, and gave thee drink ? when ſaw we 
thee a ſtranger, and took thee in? or naked, 
and clothed thee: or when ſaw we thee fick, 
or in priſon, and came unto thee ? and the 
king ſhall anſwer and ſay unto them, verily 1 
ſay unto you, inaſmuch as you have done it 
unto one of the leaſt of theſe my brethren, ye 
have done it unto me“. 

The ſacred ſcriptures, while they, in this 
manner, give us full aſſurance of the future 
reward or the truly pious and good, yet en- 
ter but ſparingly into a deſcription of the 
particulars of which it will conſiſt. Nor 
need this concern us, as God, who perfetily 
knoweth our frame, cannot fail to ſuit ob- 
jects to thoſe faculties which he hath given 
us, ſo as to render us completely happy. 
They gave us intimations chat our future 
happineſs will conſiſt in the increaſe of our 
knowledge, in an intercourſe with God, and 
our Saviour, ani with the ſpirits of the juſt 
made perfect. It is a happineſs which is 
to ariſe from ſociety with the virtuous, wiſe, 
and benevolent. The intercourſe which we 
have with one another 1n the preſent ſtate is 
very often the occaſion of much unealineſs 


* Matt, xxv. 34—40. 
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and trouble. We ſuffer from the pride, 
folly, and ill behaviour of thoſe connected 
with us; ſometimes they diſtreſs us by their 
afllictions; ſometimes by their imprudences 
and wrong purſuits : but in that ſtate where 
they that die in the Lord reſide, there will 
be no frailties and errors, no follies and in- 
juries. Every wrong paſſion will be correct- 
ed, and thoſe inconveniencies and troubles 
which are attendants upon the moſt im- 
proved {tate of ſociety on earth, will be for 
ever removed. Every one will be happy 
in himſelf in a manner ſuited to his capacity 
and improvements, and diſpoſed to contri- 
bute his part toward the happinels of thoſe 
connected with him. Ble//ed then are they 
that die in the Lord, who are admitted to 
this ſociety, and are rendered partakers of a 
ſelicity which pains and calamities cannot 
affect, and time cannot impair, and which 
will be continually improving through the 
revolving ages of eternity. 
' How thankful ſhould we be for the gol- 
pel of our Lord Eu Chriſt which contains 
theſe valuable diſcoveries reſpecting the fu- 
ture ſtate of good men, and how conſola— 
tory under the lols of pious friends and re- 
latives ! They are dead, but their ſouls are 
in the hands of God, and no evil can reach 
them. Our loſs is their gain. They are 
removed from a {tate of fin, lorrow, pain, 
and | 
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and trouble, into a ſtate of peace, comfort, 
and enjoyment. They are bleſſed. Their 
reward 1s with the Lord. Their works of 
piety, righteouſneſs, and charity accompa- 
ny them. They are joined to the ſociety of 
the ſpirits of the jull, freed from weakneſſes 
and umperfections. They are ſecure under 
his care and protection who hath the keys of 
the in e world and the grave, and who is 
able to keep that which has been committed to 
him. None can pluck them out. of his hands : 
his father who gave them to him is greater 
than all, and none can pluck them out of his 
father's hands; he and his father are one: 

they are jointly concerned 1n their ſafety. 
The prelent ſubject ſhews us the great 
importance and advantage of having an 1n- 
tereſt in the bleſſings of redemption, by 
true repentance, and a faith which worketh 
by love, and purifieth the heart, and over- 
cometh the world. Death 1s the unavoid- | 
able lot of man. It will not be many years | 
defore every one of us ſhall enter the dark | 
and narrow dwelling of the grave, when 
our connection with every earthly concern | 
will be diſſolved, when our names, after a 4 
time, will be forgotten among the living, 
and the places which now know us will 
know us no more. Let the awful provi- 
dence which hath brought many of us to 
this place on the preſent occaſion excite us 
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to live henceforth to the Lord, that we ma 

die in him, Let us fear, left a promiſe be- 
ing left us of entering into the reſt of God, 
any of us ſhould ſeem to come ſhort of it 
through inattention, negligence, or fin. 
It is in the exerciſe of ſincere piety, and a 
conſcientious diſcharge of the ee of life, 
in a humble dependence on the grace of 
God, that a title to future happinels 1s to 
be ſecured. If ſincerity of heart and up- 
rightneſs of conduct be wanting it matters 
not what religious opinions we maintain, 
or to what denomination of Chriſtians we 
belong, our religion is vain, and our hopes 
deluſive. 

The preſent ſubject further admoniſhes 
us, that as our works will accompany us 
into a ſtate beyond the grave, it ſhould be 
our care and endeavour, by the grace of 
God, to abound in thoſe which are virtu- 
ous, benevolent, and holy: not that we are 
to conſider them as meritorious in the ſight 
of God: on the contrary, our Saviour hath 
taught us that if we were to do every thing 
required of us, Ft with reſpect to our 
Maker, we ſhould be unprofitable ſervants. 
The promiſes of glory, honour, and im- 
e ths in the New Teſtament, originated 


in God's innate benevolence and liberality ; 


and ſo great is his condeſcenſion and mercy, 
that thole_ works of faith and obedience 


which 
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which he enables us to perform, and which 
are the only genuine proofs of our ſincerity 
and uprightnels, he bountifully rewards 
through Jeſus Chriſt, not only beyond our 
deſerts, but our natural hopes. God is not 
unrizhtcous, or unfaithful, fanh the apoſtle. 
to ſorget your work and labour of love which 
ye have ſhewn toward his name*. Confident 
that no well meant intention will eſcape his 
favourable notice, let us endeavour to a- 
bound in thoſe purſuits which are honeſt and 
jult, pure and lovely, and of good report. 
Every one will receive in proportion to the 
improvements he hath made, the trials he 
hath undergone, and the rn: he has given 
of real piety and goodnels, according to the 
nature of his capacity, and the ſtation he 


filled. This important truth cannot but. 


ive ſenſible ſatisfaction to every upright 
Ear that is ſolicitous to pleaſe God in all 
things. Let us all be perſuaded to do good 
as we have opportunity, and faithfully im- 
prove the leveral talents committed to us; 
that when we take our final leave of all thoſe 
objects which human pride, ambition, and 
vanity purſue with inſatiable ardor, and cloſe 
our intercourſe with the preſent ſtate, we 
may enter the world of ſpirits with the teſti- 
mony of a good conſcience, that we have 


* Heb. vi. 10. 
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not neglected the moſt uſeful and important 
purpoſes of life, and may humbly hope, 
notwithſtanding our manifold imperlections, 
for acceptance into cternal liſo, through the 

merits of ourLord and Saviour [clus Chriſt, 
 Youare all ſenſ1bleof the awlul event which 
has given occaſion to theſe admonitions, 
The removal of that worthy and amiable man, 
whole name I have already mentioned, is a 
call of providence to his relatives, his par— 
ticular friends and acquaintance, to con- 
ſider the end of all living, and to imitate 
him in thoſe excellencies of temper for 
which he was eſteemed and deſervedly re- 
ſpeed. Characters in funeral ſermons he 
under a degree of dilgrace, as they have too 
oiten deſerved no better name than proſti- 
#uted praiſe. Panegyric hath taken the place 
of truth, and virtues have been attributed 
to perſons who never practiſed them, cither 
to pleaſe mourning relatives, or to ſhew the 
talents of the preacher. Neither of theſe 
temptations at prelent affetts me. Being 
fully periuaded that many on this occaſion 
would be greatly diſappomted at the total 
omiſſion of the particulars of a character, 
where ſimple truth 1s praiſe; and hoping 
that a recital of virtues generally acknow- 
ledged to have been exemplified, may ex- 
cite others 19 go and do Itkewiſe; I am in- 
duced, contrary to my uſual cuſtom, to men- 
LION 


(-25:) 


tion ſome particulars relating to my much 
honoured friend, of the truth of which I am 
perſcetly ſatisſied. 

Dr. John Collet was deſcended of a re 
putable family. He was born on the fifth 


of July, 1708, in London. Bleſſed in a 


Father whole reverence for revealed religion 
was ſhewn by his diligent ſtudy of its difco- 
veries, and by ſome afoul publications which 
were well received; and allo in an uncle 
who was for fome years a governor in two 
of our ſettlements in the Eaſt Indies, and 
whole condutt was an honour to his ſtation ; 
he, in carly years, imbibed thoſe ſentiments 
of religion and virtue which laid the foun- 
dation for the exercile of that probity and 
goodneſs for which he was diſtinguiſhed 
through his whole life. In his youth he was 


tractable and orderly, fond of learning, and 


rapid in his progreſs in it. The knowledge 
of the clallics and other branches of litera- 
ture he acquired under Dr, Ward, afterward 
proſeſſor at Greſham college; and Mr. Weſ- 
ton, who kept an academy at Greenwich. 
From the place laſt mentioned he went to 
Trinity Hall, Cambridge, in April 1725, to 
finiſh his claſſical education. Sometime in 
the year 1727 he went to Leyden, in Hol- 
land, to ſtudy under the celebrated Boer- 
haave, and to qualify himſelf for the profeſ- 
fon of phyl:c. Alter attending the uſual 


courle 
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courſe of lectures in that univerſity, and a 
proving himſelf to his ſuperiors by his ni. 
cation and progreſs in his ſtudies, he took 
his doQor's degree on july the fifth, 1731. 
Quitting Leyden he viſited ſeveral cities and 
towns on the continent; ſtaid for ſome time 
at Paris in order to avail himſelf of the ad- 
vantages which that city afforded for 1m- 
provement 1n the practical part of diſpenſing 
medicine, as he ee did at London. 
Being thus qualified for diſcharging the duties 
of a phyſician, ſeveral places were propoſed 
to him by his friends in which his knowledge 
and {kill might be exerciſed. After ſome 
deliberation S fixed upon Newbury, and 
came here in July 1733, having a few days 
before been ee a licenciate by the 
college of phyſicians in London. Here he 
continued from that time till his death, ex- 
cept about ſix years which he ſpent at Brent- 
ford and Uxbridge“. In what manner he 
has demeaned himſelf during his reſidence 
among us, how virtuoully, unblameably, 
and fully, moſt of you are ſenſible. His 
{kill and ſucceſs in his profeſſion were indi- 
cated by his extenſive prattice for a great 
number of years. From the natural benig- 
nity of his temper he was ever ready to af- 
ford every alliſtance in his power to relieve 


* Theſe particulars were not mentioned wuen the ſermon 
was dehvered. 


the 
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the afflicted, and that without regard to di- 
ſtinctions occaſioned by outward circum- 
ſtances. The poor in a thouſand inſtances 
have experienced his humanity and com- | 
2 1 27 not ny in removing their pains, 
ut in granting ſupplies to their indigence. 
Excluſive of his peculiar province as a 
. his knowledge was various, and 
is reading extenſive“. The laws of the 
univerſe, the order and revolutions of the 
heavenly bodies, and the phœnomena and | 
productions of the earth in ent climates, 
were to him 2 of pleaſing contempla- | 
tion, as they enlarged his views of the ma- 
jeſty and goodneſs of the maker omnipo- 
tent, whom he adored with the profoundeſt 
reverence, and by a regard to whoſe will 
the tenor of his conduct was regulated. 
The annals of human ſociety from the 
ſtages of rude ſimplicity in its progreſs to 
civilization and the higheſt refinement, the 
polity and cuſtoms of nations, the efforts 
and advantages of induſtry, the bleſſings of 
liberty and peace, never failed to attract his 
attention. When, from the inveſtigations 
of philoſophy, or the ingenuity of art, an 
thing was diſcovered which promiſed benefit 
and advantage to mankind, his mind laid 


» Among his papers there are ſeveral manuſcripts on diffe- 
rent ſubjects, ſome of which may poſſibly, at one time or an- 
other, be ſubmitted to the eye of the public, — 


hold 


* 
—- 
1 
* 
A 
ob 


* he et erg 9. 


0 g- <p" » 
wor aye Þ own „ —_ Þ . 
« 2a 9 ” - * N 122 _ 


** 


re 


. * * 5 8 


D 


( 28 ) 


hold of it with eagernels, and diſtuſed the 


knowledge of it among his arquaintance as 
9 as circumſtances allowed. This 
was owing to that generous and ardent ſpirit 
of philanthropy which pervaded his hs 1 
ſocial conduct. 

His regard to revealed religion was the 
reſult of examination and conviction. His 
acquaintance with it was critical. He ſtu- 
died the Old Teſtament in the original lan- 
guage, and made a greater proficiency in 
that branch of Inerature than many of thoſe 
whole time is profeſſedly appropriated to 
ſacred ſubjetts. The New Teſtament con- 
tained to him a treaſure of divine know- 
ledge. From it he deduced the principles 
of his faith, and upon the declarations and 
promiſes of it he built his hopes of accep- 
tance and falvation. Uninfluenced by the 
corrupt maxims of a degenerate age, and 
that faſhionable indifference to every thing 
{tiled ſacred and important, he publickly 
profeſſed himſelf a Chriftian, and made the 
example of his great maſter the model of 
his temper and conduct. Among other 
excellencies, he reſembled him in avoiding 
oſtentation, and ſhunning applauſe ; in be- 
ing meek and lowly in heart; and in going 
about to do good. Though connected with 
thoſe who moved in the higher ranks of life, 
and a frequent wunels of the . 

riches, 
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riches, yet the guileleſs ſimplicity of his 
manners continued unaltered, and he re- 
tained that moderation and contentment, 
that candor and diſintereſtedneſs, which thoſe 
who mix much with the world are ſeldom 
obſerved to do.—His piety was rational and 
affectionate. equally remote from bigottry 
as enthuſtalm. He manifeſted his attach- 
ment to religion by his ſtated attendance on 
its ordinances while his infirmities permitted 
him. His benevolence was as univerſal. as 
the human race. It was his favourite motto 
homo jum. &c. © I am a man, and think 
nothing foreign to me which affects huma- 
nity.” 
if piety could ſave, or goodneſs defend its 
votaries from the aſſaults of pain and afflic- 
tion, his health would have been uninter- 
rupted, and his life extended to its moſt diſ- 
tant period. But the preſent ſtate is not a 
ſtate of impartial retribution. The ſervants 
of God, and the benefactors of men. have 
often great difficulties to ſtruggle with, and 
ſevere trials to undergo, before they are 
called to their eternal home. They are not, 
however, left without reſources of peace and 
conſolation under them. There is an over- 
ruling providence, the aſſiſtance of God's 
ſpirit, and the proſpect of eternal glory, to 
Goth, ſupport, bas animate the pious and 
upright. mind under ſufferings. Knowing 
E 2 that 
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that the preſent ſtate is not a ſtate of un- 
mingled happineſs, the wiſe and good do not 
expect it. They foreſee changes from the 
conſtitution of human nature, and the ſtate 
of the world, and therefore are in ſome 


meaſure prepared for them. They there- 


fore, in the honeſt diſcharge of their duty, 
commit themſelves to God, and leave events 
to his diſpoſal ; being perſuaded that he will 
be the rewarder of tlicm that diligently ſeek 
him ; and that all the ſufferings of the preſent 
{ime are not worthy ta be compared with the 
glory which ſhall be revealed. Theſe re- 
ſources of peace and hope our deceaſed 
friend was poſſeſſed of. Under thoſe infir- 
mities which. deprived him of his active uſe- 
fulneſs, and the excruciating pains of the 
gout and ſtone, he was reſigned to the will 
of God. When the paroxylms of thoſe diſ- 
orders were paſt, his chearfulneſs returned, 
There was no load of guilt to oppreſs his 
mind, no milgivings and ſelf-reproaches in 
the review of an uſeleſs or ill- ſpent life to 
embitter his calamities. He was conſcious 
of no bad deſigns. He truſted in the mercy 
and care of God according to the promiſes 
of the goſpel. He was perſuaded that if 
acute pains were borne with ſubmiſſion to 
the divine will, and religiouſly improved, 
they would work a far more exceeding and 
an eternal weight of glory to the NE 
With 
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With humble reſignation and hope he pa- 
tiently waited the dread hour which cloſes 
all intercourſe with the preſent world, and 
puts a period to all earthly concerns. His 
illneſs was but ſhort, and he died in the 
Lord on the twelfth of May, in the ſeventy- 
ſecond year of his age, and is gone to par- 
take of the bleſſedneſs of thoſe who have 
ſerved God in ſincerity. 

Such was the man whoſe death gave oc- 
caſion to the preſent ſermon. An entire 
ſtranger to his life and converſation might 
naturally 1magine that all which has been 
{aid relating to him was nothing more than 
the laboured eulogium of fiction, the fulſome 
incenſe of flattery, ſo cuſtomary on theſe 
occcaſions; but I dare appeal to all who 
truly knew him whether this eſſay on his 
character doth not come greatly ſhort of the 
amiableneſs of the original. What would 
be deemed diſtin aiſhed praiſe to others 1s 
to him but Ant juſtice. His character 

and reputation are bo fair as not to ſtand in 
need of the adventitious colourings of flat- 
tery. Frailties undoubtly he had as a man, 
but they were not of ſuch a nature as to de- 
tract from the truth of what has been now 
related. To know him was to eſteem him. 
His removal 1s the loſs of his relatives and 
friends, but without queſtion is unſpeakable 


gain. Bleſſed are the dead who have died in 
the 
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the Lord,; yea, ſaith the Spirit, that they 
may reſt from their labours, and their works 
accompany them. Therr prayers and their 
alms are gone up for a memorial before God. 
He will not forget their works and labour of 

tove which theygave ſhewn towards his name. 
With forrow and affettion we now take 
our public leave of our honoured friend. 
Dear he was to ſeveral of us. Let his vir- 
tues live long in our remembrance, and let 
us imitate him in that ſincerity which was 
free from guile: that humility and meekneſs 
which were unaffected; that devotion which 
was rational and fervent; that candor, peace- 
ableneſs, compaſſion, humanity, 24 inte- 
grity, which were diſtinguiſhed features in 
his character. Let us be followers of them 
who through faith and patience are gone to 
inherit the promiſes. There is a period not 
far diſtant when we ſhall rejoin thole with 
whom we have ſpent ſome of our belt days, 
who divided our cares, and leſſened our for- 
rows, and doubled our joys by ſympathy 
and counſel, provided we act not in ſuch a 
manner during our probation as to be deem- 
ed unworthy of their ſociety. Let us reſolve 
{o to conduct ourſelves through lite, that, 
after death, our names may be mentioned 
with honour, and we may renew that friend- 
ſhip which was begun on earth in the aſſem- 
bly of the juſt made perfect, and which will 
never 
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never more be diſſolved. May all who have 
been brought hither on the preſent occaſion, 
whether from curioſity, reſpect, gratitude, 
affection, duty, or from whatever motive, 
depart hence in the firm perſuaſion that there 
is no true peace without virtue, no laſtin 
happineſs without God, no ſettled tranqui- 
lity and comfort under the adverſe occur- 
rences of life without an intereſt in the pro- 
miſes of divine mercy through Jeſus Chriſt! 
O that we may be wiſe to underſtand this, and 
confider our latier end], Beloved brethren 
and ſiſters, permit me to cloſe this addreſs 
in admoniſhing you and myſelf to be ſtedfaſt 
and unmoveable, always abounding in the 
work of the Lord, from a firm aſſurance 
that our labour in the Lord ſhall not be in 
vain. 
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